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BMW ConnectedDrive services for more infotainment.

In 2008, BMW became the world’s first carmaker to enable unlimited internet access in the car. Once again, as with the introduction of BMW Online, BMW assumed a pioneering role in the use of web-based services to enhance the range of infotainment in the car.

Munich. In providing more new functions, BMW ConnectedDrive is also extending its lead when it comes to the integration of mobile devices. Its high-performance interface technology enables the extensive use of external mobile phones and music players in the car. Both the range of functions and the choice of compatible mobile phones are unmatched in the competitive market.

A unique feature worldwide are the new Office functions from BMW ConnectedDrive, presented at the 2010 Geneva Motor Show and slated to be available for all BMW models in future. The new Office functions now also allow calendar entries, written messages (SMS, email), tasks and notes to be displayed on the onboard monitor and read out by means of the Text-to-Speech function. The driver can thus receive news and information synchronised in the car with minimal distraction from the road. When using the telephone function, contact lists including image files can be transferred to the car from an external mobile phone via the Bluetooth interface. It means that, when there is an incoming call, a picture of the caller along with their number and name can be displayed on the onboard monitor.

Among the most recent innovations is Bluetooth Audio Streaming, which allows wireless access to your personal music collection. Moreover, when integrating compatible music players into the car, the Cover art function facilitates the search for audio files by posting a picture of the album cover on the onboard monitor.

Overview of the BMW ConnectedDrive Infortainment Services :

Mobile Phone Connection (Bluetooth).

Linking up mobile phones via the Bluetooth interface allows all the telephone functions of the mobile phone to be operated via the iDrive control system.

Description:

Connecting mobile phones via a Bluetooth interface ensures maximum flexibility when making telephone calls inside the vehicle. The driver can put his mobile phone down anywhere inside the vehicle; he does not need to link it up using an adapter or cable, as the data is transferred between the mobile phone and the vehicle wirelessly via Bluetooth. The hands-free system fitted in the vehicle can be used like an integrated in-car telephone. All the telephone functions can be operated via the iDrive control system. Call listings and contact data are displayed on the on-board monitor. In addition to the caller’s name and number, a photo of the caller can also be displayed if any have been saved on the mobile phone.

Models:

All models.

Required options:

Business mobile phone preparation with Bluetooth interface, Bluetooth mobile phone preparation, connectivity for Bluetooth and USB devices, connectivity for Bluetooth and USB devices incl. BMW Assist.

Bluetooth Audio Streaming.

Bluetooth Audio Streaming provides wireless access to personal music libraries. Audio files stored on a mobile phone or music player are streamed to the vehicle via Bluetooth. 

Description:

The Bluetooth Audio Streaming function allows personal music libraries to be accessed wirelessly, using a mobile phone or music player integrated in the iDrive control system via Bluetooth. The music files can then be played back through the vehicle’s audio system. It is possible to access audio files and make a phone call simultaneously.

Models:

All models.

Required options:

BMW Navigation system Business or Professional, Business mobile phone preparation with Bluetooth interface, Bluetooth mobile phone preparation.

Cover Arts.

Cover Arts displays audio files with album cover images. 

Description:

The Cover Arts display function makes it even easier to identify and select audio files that are stored on a customer mobile phone or portable music player. The music library on the portable device, which must be integrated into the vehicle via the USB interface, is accessed using the iDrive control system. The on-board monitor then shows the album track lists together with the corresponding album cover thumbnails stored on the mobile phone or music player. 

Models:

Since March 2010: BMW 3 Series Coupé, BMW 3 Series Convertible; since June 2010: BMW 5 Series Sedan; from production date September 2010: all models.

Required options:

BMW Navigation system Business or Professional, Bluetooth mobile phone preparation.

Internet.

The Internet service provides access to the World Wide Web via the iDrive control system. With its Internet service, BMW is the world’s first carmaker to offer unlimited access to the World Wide Web from the car.

Description:

With its Internet service, BMW is the world’s first carmaker to offer unlimited in-car access to the World Wide Web. From the stationary vehicle, driver and front passenger can surf the internet via the iDrive operating system. The iDrive Controller on the centre console then functions like a computer mouse. Moving the iDrive Controller moves the mouse pointer on the on-board monitor in any desired direction. The Controller can be pressed to activate a particular link or rotated to scroll up or down an internet page. iDrive can also be used to directly enter a URL or to access personal bookmarks. All internet data is transmitted using EDGE (Enhanced Data Rates for GSM Evolution) technology, which unlike UMTS offers full geographical coverage and is also three to four times faster than the GPRS wireless standard. Fast downloading and optimised display of web pages are ensured by a special BMW server. The data is received via the vehicle’s built-in SIM card. BMW ConnectedDrive customers are charged an attractive flat-rate price for their internet use. This service was introduced by BMW in September 2008 and remains unique worldwide.

Models:

All models.

Required options:

BMW Navigation system Professional, Bluetooth mobile phone preparation.

Internet in conjunction with BMW Online

Internet via Customer Mobile Phone.

The Internet via Customer Mobile Phone service allows customers to go online using their on-board mobile. The phone is operated via the iDrive system and provides unlimited access to the World Wide Web.

Description:

The Internet via Customer Mobile Phone service allows the driver to connect to the World Wide Web using a suitable mobile phone. The phone, which must be integrated in the vehicle via Bluetooth, then provides unlimited internet access through the iDrive control system. Drivers can use the iDrive Controller to select web pages, scroll up or down, and activate links. The web pages are displayed on the on-board monitor. The service is billed via the mobile phone provider. On safety grounds, it is only possible to connect to the internet when the vehicle is stationary. 

Models:

All models from production date September 2010.

Required options:

BMW Navigation system Professional, Bluetooth mobile phone preparation

Mobile Office.

The Mobile Office functions allow the use of communication and office applications inside the vehicle. The integration of smartphones allows features such as contacts lists and calendar entries to be accessed and text messages to be received using the iDrive control system.

Description:

The Mobile Office functions optimise the integration of smartphones into the vehicle’s control system. They allow additional communication functions of the driver’s mobile phone to be used via the iDrive control system. The data is then transferred via the Bluetooth interface. Indeed, calendar entries, text messages and email, tasks and notes can now all be displayed on the iDrive display and read out by the system using the Text-to-Speech function. Accessing the telephone function allows contacts lists, complete with pictures, to be transferred from the mobile phone to the vehicle. When the owner receives an incoming call, a photo of the person phoning can be displayed on the on-board monitor, as well as their name and the number they are calling from. 

Models:

All models.

Required options:

Business mobile phone preparation with Bluetooth interface, Bluetooth mobile phone preparation, connectivity for Bluetooth and USB devices, email function only via BMW Navigation system Professional.

News/My News.

The News/My News service supplies up-to-date reports from the world of politics, business, sport and entertainment. This information can either be displayed on the on-board monitor or read aloud. 

Description:

The News/My News service gives drivers in-car online access to up-to-date reports from the world of politics, business, sport and entertainment, via the BMW Online portal. Up-to-date news content is forwarded to the vehicle direct from the Agence France-Presse (AFP) news agency. In other words, the moment AFP releases a report to the international media, it is also available for downloading in the vehicle. Text messages – for example containing the latest news headlines from the field of politics, stock markets and sport – can be displayed on the on-board monitor or read aloud via the optional Text-to-Speech function, which enables the driver to receive information without taking his eyes off the road. Using the My News service, topics of specific interest can be selected in advance at a PC and sent to the car as individual RSS feeds from any provider.

Models:

All models.

Required options:

BMW Navigation system Business or Professional, Bluetooth mobile phone preparation BMW Online, one-off BMW ConnectedDrive activation.

Online Office.

The BMW Online Office service allows the driver to send and receive emails and use files from the office application Outlook via the SIM card fitted in the vehicle. 

Description:

The BMW Online Office service allows the driver access to his personal email account. The online connection is set up using the SIM card fitted in the vehicle. Access to the internet is via the BMW Online portal. In addition, addresses, telephone numbers and navigation destinations can be transferred from the office application Outlook onto the BMW Online portal and then used inside the vehicle. 

Models:

All models.

Required options:

BMW Navigation system Business or Professional, Bluetooth mobile phone preparation, BMW Online, one-off BMW ConnectedDrive activation.

Online Update Music Tracks.

Online Update Music Track Data allows music libraries on the vehicle’s built-in hard disk drive to be updated with missing information about audio tracks, albums and artists. The data is supplied via the internet from an external database.

Description:

Online Update Music Track Data allows music libraries on the vehicle’s built-in hard disk drive to be updated. The hard disk drive is where all music files downloaded to the vehicle from an audio CD, a music player or other data storage device are saved, together with information about track titles, album and artist. If this accompanying information is not complete, the missing data can be found and added by performing an internet update whereby the hard disk drive is connected free of charge to an external online database. Subsequently, when an audio file is played, complete information about the particular track will then appear on the on-board monitor. 

Models:

All models.

Required options:

BMW Navigation system Professional,BMW Online, Bluetooth mobile phone preparation, one-off BMW ConnectedDrive activation.

For questions please contact:

Manfred Poschenrieder, Product Communication BMW Automobiles

Phone: +49-89-382 51137,  Fax:  +49-89-382 20626

Dirk Arnold, Head of Product Communication BMW Automobiles

Phone: +49-89-382 12325, Fax +49-89-382 20626

Media Website: www.press.bmwgroup.com

E-mail: presse@bmw.de

The BMW Group

The BMW Group is one of the most successful manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the world with its BMW, MINI and Rolls-Royce brands. As a global company, the BMW Group operates 24 production facilities in 13 countries and has a global sales network in more than 140 countries.

The BMW Group achieved a global sales volume of approximately 1.29 million automobiles and over 87,000 motorcycles for the 2009 financial year. The pre-tax profit for 2009 was euro 413 million, revenues totalled euro 50.68 billion. At 31 December 2009, the company employed a global workforce of approximately 96,000 associates.

The success of the BMW Group has always been built on long-term thinking and responsible action. The company has therefore established ecological and social sustainability throughout the value chain, comprehensive product responsibility and a clear commitment to conserving resources as an integral part of its strategy. As a result of its efforts, the BMW Group has been ranked industry leader in the Dow Jones Sustainability Indexes for the last five years.
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